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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -24 are presented for examination. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1 , 4, 5, 9, 13, 17, and 21 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

Regarding claim 1 , the features “may be” in line 5 should not be used in the 

claim. 

Regarding claim 4, the features “it” in line 3 should not be used in the claim. 
Regarding claim 9, the feature “it” in line 7 should not be used in the claim. 
Regarding claim 17, the feature “it” in line 7 should not be used in the claim. 

Claim 17 recites the limitation "the computer" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Regarding claim 5, 13, and 21, acronym “JNDE” should be defined. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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4. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Jacobs 
et al. (“Jacob”), US 2002/0023173 A1. 

Regarding claim 1, Jacobs teaches a system for communicating information 
about server resources between servers in a cluster (abstract and Fig. 4), comprising: 

a cluster having a plurality of servers, including a first server and a second 
server(servers 302, 303, Fig. 4); 

a set of resources or services on said first server that may be used by other 
servers in the cluster (page 6 paragraph [01 1 1]-[01 12]); and, 

wherein said first server sends an advertisement of its services to other servers 
in the cluster, wherein if said second server determines it is out of synchronization with 
said first server, or missed an advertisement, said second server makes a point-to-point 
request to said first server requesting any advertisements missed (page 8 paragraph 
[0135]), and, 

wherein said first server responds to said point-to-point request by sending 
updated information to said second server (page 9 paragraph [0144]). 

Regarding claim 2, Jacob teaches system of claim 1 wherein said request is in 
the form of an http request (the first device/server communicates with the second 
device/server using HTTP, page 3 paragraph [0028]). 

Regarding claim 3, Jacob teaches the system of claim 1 wherein each member 
of the cluster receives the advertisement, but those members who do not need to be 




1 
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updated ignore the advertisement (page 9 paragraph [0144]). 

Regarding claim 4, Jacob teaches the system of claim 1 wherein a third server 
may be newly added to the cluster, and wherein said third server waits for 
advertisements and then makes point-to-point requests to each server requesting 
advertisements it missed from that particular server (page 9 paragraph [0144). 

Regarding claim 5, Jacob teaches the system of claim 1 wherein the request is a 
request to retrieve an update to or a copy of the sending servers JNDI tree (page 8 
paragraphs [01 34]-[01 35]). 

Regarding claim 6, Jacob teaches the system of claim 5 wherein the 
determination as to whether the first server is out of synchronization with said first 
server, or missed an advertisement, is made by determining that the first server's JNDI 
tree is out of synchronization with the second server's JNDI tree (page 8 paragraph 
[0135]). 

Regarding claim 7, Jacob teaches the system of claim 6 wherein the receipt of 
updated information at said second server is used to synchronize its internal JNDI tree 
with the resources provided at first server (page 8 paragraph [0126]). 
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Regarding claim 8, Jabobs teaches the system of claim 5 wherein as part of the 
advertisement the first server packages a JNDI update of all if its services and 
multicasts the package to all cluster members (page 9 paragraph [0144]). 

Regarding claims 9-16, those claims recites a method of communicating 
information about server resources between server in a cluster performed by a system 
claim 1-8, discussed above, same rationale of rejection is applicable. 

Regarding claims 17-24, those claims do not recite or define any new limitation 
above claims 1-8, discussed above, same rationale of rejection is applicable. 

5. Claims 1, 9, and 17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Admitted Prior Art (“APA”). 

Regarding claims 1, 9, and 17, APA teaches a system for communicating 
information about server resources between servers in a cluster, comprising: 

a cluster having a plurality of servers, including a first server and a second server 
(i.e., “clusters of servers are often used,” page 1 paragraph [0003]); 

a set of resources or services on said first server that may be used by other 
servers in the cluster (page 3 paragraph [0006])-, and, 

wherein said first server sends an advertisement of its services to other servers 
in the cluster (i.e., “each server within the cluster binds its resources to its internal 
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naming service, which is then replicated (advertised) to all of the other cluster 
members,” page 5 paragraph [0007]), 

wherein if said second server determines it is out of synchronization with said 
first server, or missed an advertisement, said second server makes a point-to-point 
request to said first server requesting any advertisements missed (i.e., the second 
server issues a request to the first server, saying “I missed an update-packet-please 
resend it,” page 5 paragraph [0005]), and, 

wherein said first server responds to said point-to-point request by sending 
updated information to said second server (i.e., “In return the second server will be sent 
the missing update,” page 5 paragraph [0009]). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Oanh Duong whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3983. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday, 9:30PM - 6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571) 272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



O. Duong V 
Primary Examiner 
August 4, 2007 




